Wednesday Word, November 30, 2016: Jesus our Gospel

Jesus is our Gospel. He is Heaven’s good news. To put it another way, the Gospel is God’s good
news about Himself revealed in His Son. The Gospel brings, not only good news about what
God has done for us but also gives us good news about God Himself. Because of the Gospel, we
can learn about the very character of God.

For example, we would not realize how much God hates sin if it were not for the cross. It is the
Gospel, in fact, which best illustrates His awful and intense abhorrence of sin. There is nothing
in the entire universe that reveals God's holy wrath against sin more than the blood of Christ.
Think about it. There was no other way for the Lord to save us but by the blood. The horror of
our sin is seen in that the sinless, spotless Lamb of God offered Himself and poured out His
blood as our substitute.

Christ died for our sins (1 Corinthians 15:3)! Death, of course, is not always bloody. You can die
without losing your blood. But Christ not only died, He shed His blood. Blood is the sign of
violence. You see, the death of Jesus was not just a mere passing away — a dying of old age on a
comfortable bed. No! It was a violent death. It was a bloody, gory, ugly, revolting scene -- a man
hanging torn and wretched upon a cross, with blood streaming down His sides and running down
His face.

Let’s never forget that the God who is love is the God Who is holy. As Dr. Barnhouse said:

“If you say that God is love without realizing that God is hate of sin you have no Gospel at all
because you do not have God. The people who teach that God is love without teaching that God
is also hate of sin have in reality another God who is Satan with a mask on.”

Donald Gray Barnhouse, Commentary on Romans

In the Old Testament Temple, God demonstrated His hatred of sin in the daily sacrifices. God,
being Holy, can no more endorse sin than He can commit it. But, these sacrifices were merely
shadows of the reality which was to come. Only in the Gospel do we see the fulfillment of these
Old Testament types. Only in the Gospel are we caused to face the horror of sin.

God spared not His Son but delivered Him up as an offering which took away holy wrath. Christ,
as the Puritan, Stephen Charnock, said: “hung on the cross like a disinherited son while he
appeared in the rank and garb of a sinner.”

Hanging there, the Lamb who knew no sin, called out and cried, “My God My God why have
you forsaken me.” By the way, this is the first time in His ministry that Christ had ever called the
Father by the title of ‘God." All through His life, he had called God His Father. But there at the
cross, Christ took the place of His sinful people taking their sin and all the separation that goes
along with it. Listen to Him cry out in tortured agony, “My God my God why have you forsaken
me?” Had there been another way to reconcile us do you not think the Father would have taken
it? The cross was awful; it was scandalous! Yet, it reveals the heart of God, not only in His deep
love for us but also in the deep hatred of sin which so offended His holiness.

And that’s the Gospel Truth!



