
The Wednesday Word, September 20, 2017: Grace That Brings Salvation

There’s an astonishing verse in Romans 5:6 which boldly declares that Christ died for the
ungodly. Have you ever seen yourself as ungodly?

The truth is, no matter how good and righteous we feel, we are still ungodly wretches (Romans 3
10ff). All of us are in the same boat.

But the good news is that while we were without strength, in due time, Christ died for the
ungodly.

That one scripture goes so hard against the grain of religious thinking that it proves the
Scriptures to be true.  No man would have dared to invent this verse.  Religion militates against
such an idea.  Dying for the ungodly? How ridiculous.  That means He died for those who were
against God, for those who hated God and for those who would have killed God if they had had
the chance.

May we all realize how ungodly we all are in our flesh (Romans 7:18).

Do you remember the story of the two men who went to the Temple to pray?  One stood and
addressed the Almighty telling him a pack of lies while the other man could not so much as raise
his eyes to heaven and prayed, “God be merciful to me a sinner (literally THE sinner).

This poor publican (tax collector) felt like he was the worst and only sinner on the planet. His
lostness was not just a general notion to him it was real and very personal.

Have any of us ever felt that?  Have we ever seen ourselves as lost and ruined?  It is only when
this happens that Grace will seem amazing.

The Grace of God (Jesus) brings salvation (Titus 2:11)! God did not merely send His salvation;
He brought it Himself!  He did not entrust His most important angel to reveal Grace and
Mercy.  No!  It was God Himself who was the messenger.

Bypassing the angels, He stooped and came down,
down,
down,
down,
down,
to the manger in Bethlehem,
to become one of us,
to be wounded for our transgressions,
to be nailed to the cross,
to cry out Eloi, Eloi lama sabacthani.

He didn’t say, “Come up here to heaven lads.  Climb the stairway men!”  No!  He came down,
down, down and came alongside us.  Only then did He say “Come unto me.”



What immense grace! What vast kindness!

“O Bringer of salvation,
So marvelously wrought,
Yourself the revelation
Of love beyond our thought:
We worship you; we bless you;
To you alone we sing;
We praise you and confess you,
Our Holy Lord and King.”

Spurgeon describes the visit of the prince of Spain to a galley ship in which convicts had been
chained to their oars. The Prince decided to free any of the galley slaves as he saw fit, so he went
to man after man asking them why they were in prison. One of them said he was there because
false witnesses swore away his character. Another said he had done something wrong, but it was
slight, and he ought never to have been condemned. Each of the prisoners made excuses for their
sins until finally, he came to one man, who said, “You ask me why I am here. I am ashamed to
say that I richly deserve it.” He said, “I am guilty. I cannot for a moment say that I am not, and if
I die at this oar, I thoroughly deserve the punishment. In fact, I think it’s a mercy that my life has
spared me.”  The Prince set this man free.

What an illustration of a beautiful principle in the word of God. Jesus did not come to save the
righteous, but to bring sinners to repentance, and when a man poses as one who is righteous in
himself, he is not a candidate for the grace of God.

And that’s the Gospel Truth!


