The Wednesday Word, June 28, 2017: Is Jesus Enough as Your Pastor? (Part 1)

One of the best-loved Psalms in the Bible, Psalms 23, begins by pointing us to the sufficiency of
Jesus, our Pastor. What it actually says is, “The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want.”(In
Scripture, the Shepherds and Pastors are one and the same). Of course, when we say Jesus is our
Pastor we do not preclude the ministry of earthly pastors or under-shepherds. On the contrary,
God ordained pastors play a vital role in God’s purposes here on earth. We should, therefore,
value them highly for their labour in the Lord. However, ultimately, we are the sheep of the
Lord’s pasture and, as such, we belong exclusively to Him.

This is why we need to keep our eyes on Jesus. We are His, and ultimately He is our Pastor. If
we would focus on Him, then there would be less fussing and fighting in our churches. We often
have too high an expectation of the Church pastor. This can set us up for needless hurts. We
easily forget that he is just another sinner saved by grace. He needs our prayers, love and
support. Too many followers of Jesus, however, have ‘Roast Pastor’ for Sunday lunch and then
wonder why their children grow up and separate themselves from the things of God.

Our eyes and expectancy need to be on Jesus. He is enough! Get the balance here; while we
should support and care for our earthly pastors and obey them in the Lord, at the end of the day,
they can never take the place of Jesus. Jesus is our Pastor, and He will never fail us. Someone in
spiritual authority may fall short and hurt us, but never Jesus.

Think of it, the follower of Jesus is following a shepherd who is good. He is a pastor who knows
each one of us and calls us by name. Are you satisfied with Him? Can you trust Him to lead you

in life? Can you get your eyes off men and delight in Jesus, your Pastor? Listen to John MacDuff
describe this excellent shepherd of ours; He says,

“Every individual believer—the weakest, the weariest, the faintest—has His attention. His loving
eye follows us day by day out to the wilderness—marks out our pasture, studies our needs, and
trials, and sorrows, and perplexities—every steep ascent, every brook, every winding path, every
thorny thicket.”

No wonder, then, that the scriptures tell us that because Jesus is our Shepherd, we shall not want!
Is He enough for us? Look at Him, there He is out in front of His flock leading us to eternal life.
He knows the way for, not only has he been over every inch of its trail, He also is the Way.

What a shepherd! He knows us better than we know ourselves (Psalm 139:1-60). He knows our
trials and temptations and can help us with every one of them for He has been through them. He
has been reviled and rejected for no good reason. He has been slandered and falsely accused. He
has been deeply hurt so He knows exactly how you feel. And here’s some good news, He
became one of us so that He could faithfully shepherd us to glory (Hebrews 4:15).

Learn to trust Him even in the valley of the shadow of death. That place holds no mystery for
Him. He makes the present shadows clear and the ancient darkness light. Follow the shepherd,
not men. Respect men in spiritual leadership but always remember the best of men are men at
best. Pray for them, hold them before the Lord. Remember, although they are spiritual



shepherds, they are themselves sheep. Being that they are human, they have all the inbuilt

abilities to fail and make mistakes. Why, then, get bent out of shape if they mess up? The only
one who cannot fail is Jesus.

He is enough.

And that’s the Gospel Truth!



