The Wednesday Word, May 06, 2020: Storms and the Majestic Saviour - Part 1

Mark 4:35-41
35 On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, ““Let us cross over to the other
side.” 36 Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat as He was. And
other little boats were also with Him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into
the boat, so that it was already filling. 38 But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they
awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?”’39 Then He
arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace,[a] be still'”> And the wind ceased and
there was a great calm. 40 But He said to them, “Why are you so fearful? How[b] is it that you
have no faith?”” 41 And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, “Who can this be, that
even the wind and the sea obey Him!”

In Mark 4 we encounter one of the great storm stories of the Bible. Among the many things we
learn from it is that being Christ’s followers doesn’t grant immunity from trouble.

If the truth be known, all of us face various kinds of storms in our life. This is why we
continually need to be bathed in the gospel. We need to know that the One who has bought and
paid for us has the power, ability and willingness to take us through whatever storms we face.
Why would He purchase us with His blood and then discard us when we face difficult times?
Why indeed?

In our story, in Mark 4, we see a wonderful picture of Christ Jesus the Majestic One. This is
important for it is as we see Him in His majesty that we are encouraged to trust Him. We, as His
followers, need to grasp the good news of Christ’s absolute power and sovereignty. Since He is
the sovereign ruler of all, He can easily calm the storms in our lives and deliver us.

Do we really believe that our Saviour is all-powerful? Do we believe that He has all the power
necessary to get us through crisis? As we go to the Bible, we see that there was something about
Jesus, ----- As Sinclair Ferguson says, “a compelling, divine, majestic sovereignty that moved and
conquered the hearts of men.”

Observe it at work, in this passage, as He tells his disciples to get into a boat and sail across the
lake to the other side. Well what’s majestic about that? Consider this, these men were
experienced fishermen and I’m sure some of them must have smelt the storm brewing; they
knew how to read the signs. ----Yet they followed the master right into the storm. This is a case
of divine majesty at work.

We see this divine majesty demonstrated throughout the life of Jesus. Think about how, for
example, Christ walked up to Matthew, the businessman/tax collector, and simply said, “Follow
me” and Matthew instantly got up and left everything behind ... except his pen. Christ did the
same to Peter and the fisherman immediately left his nets. If you don’t think there’s anything
special in this, just try it yourself. Just go into a thriving business and try commanding the owner
to leave everything to follow you. That puts it into perspective doesn’t it? Jesus spoke and



people followed. He’s majestic!

Observe also how, in this passage, Jesus says with the same authority and majesty, “Let us go to
the other side.” I’ve looked this phrase up in the Greek and do you know what it means? It
means, “Let us go to the other side!” That was the word of the Lord. There was no way, then, for
that boat to sink since Jesus had said they were going to the other side. So, watch how these
fishermen follow the carpenter and how the carpenter leads them straight into the heart of the
storm.

We need to understand this; following Jesus is never easy! He has the persistent habit of leading
us into difficult situations. We need to learn from this that, as a Christian, the desire to have a
trouble-free life is a non-starter! It’s not going to happen. The good news, however, is that it’s
there, amid the storm, that we encounter God. He is the God who hears our cries. As Spurgeon
says,

“Because God is a living God, He can hear.
Because He is a loving God, He will hear.
Because He is a covenant God, He has bound Himself to hear.”

And that’s the Gospel Truth!



