
The Wednesday Word, February 11, 2015: Just As I Am

It is true that the highest motive we can have is to seek the glory of God. However, such a motive
is not required to come to Christ. If it were, we would all be in trouble. In the beginning, we came
to the Lord with selfish fears and concerns for our future and final destiny. It was all about us! But
Jesus is wonderful for, even in the midst of our selfishness, He welcomed us. We were concerned
neither for Him nor His glory. Nevertheless, in spite of our selfish approach to Him He saved us.
Why? There’s but one answer, GRACE!

Let’s just say that the standard God demanded before we came to Him was that we had a perfect
and pure motivation for His glory!  Think about it, if we could have met that standard we would
have been sinless, and sinless people have no need of a Saviour! The very thing that qualifies us
for the Saviour is the fact that we are 'dyed in the wool' sinners.  Each one of us, individually, has
fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 6:23, Romans 4:5).

So let’s say it again, having a heart that exclusively seeks God’s glory does not qualify us for
Christ. In fact, we need to be careful not to replace the cross with a passion for His glory. A passion
for His glory is an excellent thing, but it not the basis of our approach to God. As we grow in grace,
we learn to seek God’s glory in all things (1 Chronicles 16:29; 1 Corinthians 6:20; Psalm 29:2).
However, we dare not qualify ourselves to come to Him because we have learned to long for His
glory.  Longing for His glory is neither a pre-requisite nor a qualification for coming to Him.

We must free ourselves from the enslaving idea that we come to him with unselfish motives.  Christ
receives sinners, not people with good motives. If good motives saved us, who then could or would
be saved? And while we are at it, let’s ask ourselves is anything we do, actually pure and free from
tainted motives? There are people who will answer “yes” to that question, but they are deceiving
themselves!

As we grow in grace, we continue as we began! In other words, we continue to go to Christ Jesus,
just as we are, flawed motives and all, (Hebrews 4:16). At His throne, we receive mercy and grace
to help in the time of need. We bring nothing to the throne of grace, not even good motives for
being there. To qualify ourselves to be there, we don’t  have to tell our High Priest what we desire
to be, or what we ought to be, but what we are. We tell Him the honest truth about our condition
at this very moment. We confess the impurity of our bad motives; the sin that we feel; the hardness
of our hearts and all things contrary to His glory. He wants us to come to Him exactly as we are;
He wants us to come knowing that we cannot make ourselves fit to be there. He wants us to know
that He alone is our fitness and qualification.

Jesus receives sinners and only sinners! A number of years ago, some children were visiting a
church service. The preacher was speaking on Luke 15:2, “This man receiveth sinners and eateth
with them.” Afterwards, one of the children, an eight year old girl, went up to the pastor and said,
“Excuse me, sir, but I didn’t know that my name was in the Bible.” He asked, “What’s your name?”
“Edith, sir.”
 “No,” the kindly preacher smiled, “Edith is not in the Bible.”
“Yes, it is,” she replied. “I heard you say, ‘This man receiveth sinners and Edith with them.”
Bless her! This little girl had misheard the text, but she had applied its truth to her heart. May we



also learn to apply the good news of our substitute to ourselves. We need to stop trying to improve
in order to get Him to accept us. We need to learn to say “This man (Jesus) receives sinners, and
receives me just as I am.”

And that’s the Gospel Truth!


