
The Wednesday Word, January 30, 2019: Christ Lifted Up Part 2

"And I, if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto Me" (John 12:32)

There is no doubt or hesitation in this statement. Jesus is saying, if He dies on the cross,
multitudes of people will be drawn to Him.  There is no hint or suggestion in this statement of
any kind of failure in the cross.  He MUST be lifted up and as a result He WILL draw all to
Himself.

Because of His being crucified, there will be a great multitude which no man can number drawn
to him. They will come to Him out of all nations, peoples, and tongues (see Revelation 7:9).

Of course, we must not read into the text (John 12:32) that which is not there. When the Master
said He would draw all men unto Him, He didn´t mean all men without exception. That would be
contrary to Scripture.  That would mean that Hell is a monumental testimony of the failure of the
cross. Plainly, the words mean that He will draw all manner of people to Him --- Kings, Queens,
high, low, rich, poor, moral, immoral and people of every description. All will be drawn to Him
(Revelation 5:9).

If we read Acts 15:14, we will see that in the great Council of Jerusalem, James stood up and
said that God at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His Name.

And the truth is, God is yet calling out a people for His name, a people for His praise and a
people for the glory of His grace.

If you are a believer, and I trust you are, let me ask, do you witness for Him and engage to some
degree in His work? Is it not an immense encouragement to know that His death was not in vain?
His work upon the cross has definite results ---the results that He intended. Is it not an
encouragement to know that Christ is not disappointed by the outcome of Calvary?

Every mansion in heaven will be occupied. There will be no empty seats.  It is the great purpose
of the Lord Jesus to, because of the cross, draw all kinds of people to Himself.

It is an immense comfort as we gossip the Gospel to know that there is no failure in the work the
Lord finished. Christ is accomplishing His purposes and will continually accomplish them until
He comes back again and welcomes all His believing people to Himself.

Hudson Taylor, missionary to China in the 1800s, said, if he had gone out to China with the idea
that God was going to convert all the Chinese, he would have left China long ago. But he said he
went there with the idea that God would call out a people for His name, and this purpose, he said,
was accomplished. He said that in almost every province in China there were numbers ready to
meet Christ when He returned.

And so, it is an immense encouragement, as we witness, to know that the Lord´s purposes shall
be fully accomplished; His death was not in vain. He shall see, the travail of His soul and be
satisfied" (Isaiah 53:11).



Therefore, we should take Him at His word and believe Him when He says,
"And I, if I be lifted up from the earth will draw all men unto Me" (John 12:32).

And that´s the Gospel Truth!


