
The Wednesday Word, December 6, 2017: The Old and the New

Through the centuries, the relationship between the Old and New Testaments has been well
examined and established. Speaking of this bond, many have concluded that the New is in the
Old concealed and the Old is in the New revealed.  Others have said it this way, "The New is in
the Old contained, and the Old is in the New explained. Still others have boldly declared that
CHRIST is the theme of both Old and New Testaments. In the Old Testament, Christ is seen in
shadows, pictures, types and rituals. In the New Testament He, the Prophesied One, appears in
substance, person, truth and reality.

We must, therefore, not make the mistake of believing that the Old and New Testaments are two
separate, unrelated books.  No indeed, they comprise 2 integral parts of the One book…the
Bible.

Notice how the Testaments relate to each other. In the Old Covenant, we see that God is a Just
God and a Saviour (Isaiah 45:21). In the New, however, we receive the full revelation that this
Just God and Saviour is none other than the Lord Christ (Matthew 1:23).

The Old Testament begins with God (Genesis 1:1). The New Testament begins with Jesus
(Matthew 1:1). This is not surprising since God and Jesus are one and the same.

However, there are major contrasts between Old and New. The Old Testament narrative, for
example, deals mainly with Law (Exodus 13:9, Deuteronomy 31:11) whereas the New
Testament deals mainly with Grace.

In the Old Testament, the first question asked is from God to man, ‘Where art thou?’ (Genesis
3:9).

On the other hand, the first question in the New is ‘Where is He… (Jesus)?’ Matthew 2:2

The Old Testament ends with the word curse (Malachi 4:6).

The New Testament ends with a blessing (Revelation 22:21).

In the Old Testament, the Law was given by Moses but in the New, Grace …. came by Christ
Jesus (John 1:17).

In the Old Covenant, the question is asked, ‘Where is the Lamb’ (Genesis 22:7).  The answer
comes in the New when John the Baptist declared ‘Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away
the sin of the world’ (John 1:29).

In the Old Testament, one of Moses first miracles was to turn water into blood (Exodus
7:19).  Blood, as you remember, is a picture of death. However, the first miracle performed by
the Master was to turn the water into wine (John 2:1-11). Wine represents joy and gladness.



May we become readers of and believers in the Bible (both Old and New Covenants). An
unknown writer said, "In this Book, we find the mind of God, the state of man, the way of
salvation, the doom of sinners, and the happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its histories
are true, and its decisions are immutable.

“Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct you,
food to support you, and comfort to cheer you. It is the traveler's map, the pilgrim's staff, the
pilot's compass, the soldier's sword, and the Christian's character. Here paradise is restored,
heaven opened, and the gates of hell disclosed.

“Christ is its grand subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its end. It should fill the
memory, rule the heart, and guide the feet. Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully. It is a mine of
wealth, a paradise of glory, and a river of pleasure. Follow its precepts and it will lead you to
Calvary, to the empty tomb, to a resurrected life in Christ; yes, to glory itself, for eternity.”

And that’s the Gospel Truth!


