
The Wednesday Word, September 27, 2017:  Grace and Truth

"The law was given by Moses; grace and truth came by Jesus Christ” John 1:17.

Moses gave the Law, but the Law it did not come by Moses. Moses, for all his moral rectitude,
was not the originator of Law. He gave the Law, but he didn’t invent it.

Moses had to receive the Law. It was not his own. It was not a part of his being.  He was not Law
incarnate. The Law was delivered to him and he, in turn, gave it to others.

Grace and truth, on the other hand, were not "given" to Christ, they came by Christ for grace and
truth were His essence.  He was grace and truth incarnate.  It is interesting to note that Christ
could have come as Law incarnate for, indeed, He was the quintessence of the Law.  But when
He came to us, He came as the embodiment of grace and truth.

The Law was given to, among other reasons, expose our inability to please God. Our hearts
towards God had been frozen in a glacier of self-will and destruction. God, therefore, did not
hope that we would keep the Law, He knew we couldn’t.  Rather, He gave it so that every mouth
would be stopped and all the world become guilty before Him (Romans 3:19).

But there’s good news! Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.  When Christ appeared, grace and
truth appeared in all its fullness.  Grace and truth descended to earth in the person of Jesus the
God/Man.  He alone is our Gospel. We dare not add to or subtract from Him.

There are no two things in the Bible more different than Law and Gospel. Either we obtain
salvation in all its facets by contributing our works, or we freely receive salvation by faith alone
in the doing, dying and rising again of our Lord Jesus …plus nothing!

For a moment then, let’s consider some of the differences and contrasts between Law and
Gospel!

The Law demands righteousness; the Gospel gives it.
The Law requires good works; the Gospel provides them.
Under the Law, the source of our blessings is from our obedience. But under the Gospel,
blessings are a gift based upon Christ’s obedience.
“The Law threatens, the Gospel heals.
The Law shows us our wretchedness. The Gospel takes our misery away.
The Law was not given to save us but to damn us.
The Gospel, on the other hand, was given, not to damn us but to save us.
The Law was not given to bless us, but to curse us.
The gospel was given to set us free from the curse.

The Law puts on its black cap of damnation and sentences men to death. The Gospel, by
contrast, put on the white cap of mercy and brings dead men to life."



The Law tells us what we must do to get right with God. Grace, on the other hand, tells us what
God has done for us to get us right with Himself.

When Moses gave the Law, his face shone. But when grace and truth came, the full light of the
knowledge of the glory of God was revealed in the face of Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 4:6).

And that’s the Gospel Truth!


