
The Wednesday Word, January 11, 2017:  What a Gospel! What a Saviour!

What a Gospel!

What makes Christianity different from all the other religions of the world? Years ago that
question was discussed at a conference. Some of the participants argued that Christianity is
unique in teaching that God became a man. But someone objected, erroneously saying that other
religions teach similar doctrines. What about the resurrection? No, it was argued, some other
faiths believe that the dead rise again. The discussion grew heated.

A well-known theologian, a staunch defender of Christianity, came in late, sat down, and asked,
"What's the rumpus about?" When he learned that it was a debate about the uniqueness of
Christianity, he immediately commented, "Oh, that's easy. It's grace."

How right he was!

At the very heart of our message is the concept of Grace.  We are not only saved by Grace but
also live in and by it. Our life is not one of trying to impress God as we tick off a list of dos and
don’ts. We can do nothing to move the heart of God to love us. He loves us constantly and
continually.  His love for us is assured. He loves us simply because He loves us…. He loves us,
not because we merit it.  No indeed, the truth is that we deserve the very opposite of love. We are
helplessly sinful, but God has been and continues to be amazingly gracious to us.  This is one of
the main things that sets us apart from the world religions.

What a Gospel! It’s all of grace!
Think of this, it's only by His infinite grace that we are saved,
It’s not by our moral character,
It’s not by our works of righteousness,
It’s not by keeping the Law,
It’s not by Churchgoing,
It’s by grace alone, through faith alone in Christ alone. What a Gospel!

Grace is free. Jesus was not obligated to die for anyone. If we are saved, it is because God
resolved to save us and not because we resolved to be saved!  It’s all of grace!
What a Gospel!

He is the God of all grace.  Think for a moment how graciously He deals with us.  Robert Farrar
Capon noted in Christ’s story of the return of the prodigal that the Father, “Wasn't afraid of
giving the prodigal son a kiss instead of a lecture, a party instead of probation.”
That’s Grace!

What a Saviour!

Grace is hard to comprehend but so indeed is our Saviour.  The Saviour with whom we have to
do is none other than God clothed with humanity. He is not a man made into God but God made
man. When He spoke, God spoke.  When He laughed, God laughed.  When He sang, God sang.



When He wept God wept.  The fullness of the Godhead dwelt bodily in Him (Colossians 1:19;
2:9).

“Wonder of wonders! The mighty God, without ceasing to be God, becomes a man to redeem
us!  Let the greatest king become the lowest beggar; let the richest prince leave his palace for the
vilest cell of a loathsome prison; it is as nothing compared to the act of Jesus, when He left
heaven to put on the rags of our mortality! The Creator of all things becomes a creature! The
Almighty is a weak baby! The Eternal is a child of time! The Infinite is contracted into the limits
of poor flesh! Is not this the wonder of wonders? Is not this grace which has no bounds?”
Henry Law: Christ is All.

What a Gospel! What a Saviour!

And that’s the Gospel Truth!


